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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 October 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1-7, 9-17, 19, 21-40 and 42-102 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 21-32 and 47-102 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E] Claim(s) 1-7,9-17,19,33-40,42-46,101 and 102 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of the species of Figs 1-5, readable on claims 1-7, 
9-17, 19, 33-40, 42-46, 101, and 102, in the reply filed on Feb 25, 2008, is acknowledged. Note 
that applicant canceled claims 8, 18, 20, and 41 in the provided amendment. 

2. Claims 21-32, and 47-100 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on Feb 25, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7, 9-17, and 19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bacchi et al. (6,256,555) in view of either Kurokawa (US Pub No. 2003/0102682) or Mori et 
al. (5,191,218). 

Bacchi et al discloses an end effector for handling semiconductor wafers comprising: a 
base member (10) having proximal end and distal end, the base member having a top 
surface; a plurality of support members (24,26) located on the top surface of the base 
member, the plurality of support members being configured to contact a wafer received 
on the top surface; a pushing device for positioning a wafer on the base member, the 
pushing device comprising a retractable piston (52 or 150) configured to contact an edge 
of the a semiconductor wafer, the piston being moveable between an extended position 
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and a retracted position; a biasing member (155) placed in association with the piston, 
the biasing member biasing the piston towards its extended position; and a vacuum 
pressure actuator (151) in operative association with the piston. Bacchi et al. 
(6,256,555) does not teaches a suction device positioned adjacent the actuator to create 
a suction force. However, Kurokawa (US Pub No. 2003/0102682) teaches a wafer 
chuck (Figs. 4 and 5) having suction devices to create suction forces. Mori et al. 
(5,191,218) also teaches a wafer chuck (1) having apertures (3, 3,) to create suction 
forces. Thus, it would have been obvious to those skilled in the art to provide a suction 
force to be positioned adjacent the actuator of Bacchi et al. (6,256,555) as taught by 
Kurokawa (US Pub No. 2003/0102682) or Mori et al. (5,191,218) to provide a suction 
force in order to suck the undesired items or a wafer itself. 

Re claims 2,4,5, the modified Bacchi et al. discloses a contact element (50) having a flat 
surface positioned at the end of the piston for contacting a semiconductor wafer; wherein 
the piston is maintained in a bearing assembly (154) positioned downstream from the 
actuator (fig. 11), the bearing assembly preventing particles generated during the 
movement of the piston from contacting a semiconductor wafer held on the base 
member (bore 154 is sealed with airtight seals 158); the biasing member comprises a 
spring (155). 

Re claim 7, Mori et al. (5,191,218) teaches a gas line (Fig. 2B) to control the gas or fluid 
flow with a valve (7). 

Re claim 10, Bacchi et al. discloses the pushing device is positioned at the proximal end 
of the base member. 

Re claims 1 1 and 12, Bacchi et al. does not disclose the height of the end effector. 
Bacchi et al. does disclose the end effector is adapted for retrieving and replacing wafers 
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from closely spaced apart wafer cassettes (14) and is so shaped to be slender enough 
to fit between close spaced wafers (col. 10, lines 8-19). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to design the end effector 
according to dimensions for passing between closely space wafer cassettes. 
Re claims 13,14,16,17, and 19, Bacchi et al. discloses at least one backstop member 
(34) located on the base member generally opposite the pushing device, wherein the 
backstop member has a height sufficient for a wafer to be held in between the backstop 
member and the piston when the piston is at least partially extended (figs 3,4,8); the 
base member includes a first tine (188) spaced from a second tine (190), the first and 
second tines terminating at the distal end of the base member, each of the tines 
including at least one backstop member (134); the biasing member and the pneumatic 
actuator are contained in a housing (airtight bore 154) defined by the base member (fig 
8); at least certain of the support members (arcuate rest pads 124,126) comprise a 
surface configured to only contact an edge of a semiconductor wafer, the surface having 
a convex and eccentric shape (Fig 9); a wafer detection system (214) comprising a light 
sending pathway (244) positioned opposite a light receiving pathway (240) across the 
base member, the light sending pathway being configured to emit a light beam towards 
the light receiver pathway, and wherein the wafer detection system is configured to 
detect the presence of a wafer when the light beam is intersected by the wafer (fig 14); a 
pair of backstop members (134) are positioned at the end. of each tine, each pair of 
backstop members surrounding a corresponding support member (124), each backstop, 
member having a height greater than the height of the corresponding support member 
(figs 3 and 4). 
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5. Claims 33-40, 42-46, 1 01 , and 1 02 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bacchi et al. (6,256,555) in view of Siniaguine et al. (6,095,582). 

Bacchi et al discloses a pushing device located at the proximal end of the base member, 
the pushing device comprising a retractable piston (52) configured to contact an edge of 
a semiconductor wafer for positioning the wafer on the base member; plurality of support 
members (24,26) are shaped to only contact the edge of the wafer; the support 
members comprise a surface configured to only contact an edge of the semiconductor 
wafer, the surface having convex and eccentrical shape ( fig. 2,4, and 9); the 
base member includes a first tine (188) spaced from a second tine (190) in a 
forked arrangement, the first and second tines terminating at the distal end of the 
base member, the support members having convex and eccentrical surface 
being positioned at the distal end of each tines; further comprising backstop 
members (134) surrounding the support members located on the first tine and 
the second tine at the distal end of the base member, the backstop members 
having a height greater than the support members (see fig. 3 and 4); a wafer detection 
system (214) comprising a light sending pathway (244) positioned opposite a light 
receiving pathway (240) across the base member, the light sending pathway being 
configured to emit a light beam towards the light receiver pathway, and wherein the 
wafer detection system is configured to detect the presence of a wafer when the light 
beam is intersected by the wafer (fig 14). 

Note that Bacchi et al. (6,256,555) does not show a pair of pins to support a wafer. 
However, Siniaguine et al. (6,095,582) teaches a pair of high pins (160, 160) and 
another pair of lower pins (140, 140) to support a wafer. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to those skilled in the semiconductor art to provide a pair of pins on the wafer 
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blade of Bacchi et al. (6,256,555) as taught by Siniaguine et al. (6,095,582) to minimize 
the contamination. It is pointed out that applicant recites "a pair of emergency pins" 
having a height lower than the support member. However, to those skilled in the 
semiconductor art would provide a safety support, either by providing a sensor or a pin 
shorter than the support members, or a pin higher than the support members to safely 
grip a wafer. Moreover, Siniaguine et al. (6,095,582) also teaches a compressed gas 
(Fig. 1) to provide gas. Thus, it would have been obvious to those skilled in the 
semiconductor art to provide a gas line with a source on the Bacchi et al. (6,256,555) as 
taught by Siniaguine et al. to support a water. Also note that a vacuum source could be 
provided instead of a compressed air, which is well known in the semiconductor art to 
absorb debris or the undesired items. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed Oct 14, 2008, have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

Bacchi et al. 

Applicant basically argues that "a spring of Bacchi et al. is to extend an active contact 
point and vacuum pressure to retract the active contact point". 
The argument is not persuasive. For instance, claim 1 recites "a biasing member 
biasing the piston towards a retracted position". Exhibit A teaches an inner piston (159), 
another piston (152), a pushing device (150), and a spring 155 capable of pushing 
against the piston 159 towards a retracted position. 
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Exhibit A 

rim. o 




Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to PAUL T. CHIN whose telephone number is (571) 272-6922. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-THURS (7:30 -6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on (571) 272-7097. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3652 
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